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Program
Fanfare (2018)
Elliot Lowe, trumpet
Tom Iandollo, trumpet
Andrea Dollinger, trombone
Kurt Eide, trombone
Fleeting Thoughts (2016)
Thea Hollman, bass clarinet
Trio  (2018)
Kathleen Barnes, flute
Catherine Sangiovanni, flute
Thea Hollman, bass clarinet
Four Phases (2019)
I. Novilunium
Rowan Whitesell, violin
Taylor Payne, violin
Alora Foster, viola
Malachi Brown, cello
Astrology - Book One (2018)
IV. Cancer
V. Leo
VII. Libra
X. Capricorn
Dasol Um, piano
Bound Home (2017-2018)
I. The Solitary
II. The River
III. The Night
Erin O'Rourke, soprano
Rachel Steiner, violin
Nicoletta Pignatello, french horn
Katherine Bobsein, piano
Kaddish (2018)
treble choir
Time
(2017)
Barter
(2019)
mixed choir and orchestra
This recital is in fulfillment of the degree B.M. in Composition. Ian Soderberg
is from the studio of Evis Sammoutis.
Program Notes
Trio
I wrote this piece for the GReCo Camerata, a visiting ensemble
from Sao Paulo, Brazil that specializes in the study and
authentic performance of Renaissance works on the
instruments for which they were written. The program they
performed at IC last year included pieces by Perotin and C.P.E.
Bach as well as more contemporary repertoire by the likes of
Berio. I tried to join these two worlds together in this short
piece which begins with a dancelike theme in Renaissance style
but begins to introduce more contemporary rhythmic and
harmonic elements as the piece unfolds. The original
performance by GReCo was for two Renaissance recorders and
a dulcian. This arrangement approximates that sound with
flutes and bass clarinet. 
Four Phases
In the 17th century, Dutch-German cartographer Andreas
Cellarius mapped the night sky and published his studies in a
beautiful and exhaustive star atlas called the Harmonia
Macrocosmica. A large part of this atlas is dedicated to the
charting of the lunar cycle and the naming of the phases as
they appear each night. "Novilunium" is the name given to the
New Moon, the phase where no part of the moon is visible. As
the start of the cycle, this piece establishes material that will
wind its way through future movements. Two distinct worlds
are established, one centered around sustained tones and
delicate harmonics, and another more disjointed and
fragmented. 
Astrology - Book One
Another set of pieces inspired by the night sky, Astrology is a
collection of piano miniatures- each capturing the essence of
an astrological sign. Each movement contains a melodic motif
built to mirror the actual structure of the constellation it
represents, with each star corresponding to a note in the
theme. "Cancer" (the crab) relies heavily on an ostinato pattern
that phases over time and mimics the scuttling of a crab. "Leo"
(the lion) derives energy from rotating metric groupings of two
and three and the accents that accompany these groupings.
"Libra" (the scales) reaches a midpoint and continues in perfect
retrograde, stressing the concept of balance. "Capricorn" (the
sea goat) explores dissonant tonal relationships within the
context of an ever-truncating passacaglia. 
Bound Home
Bound Home is a song cycle comprised of three poems, each
by a different author in a different language. Each movement
reflects on a different aspect of "home." "The Solitary" uses a
text by treasured Icelandic poet and natural scientist, Jónas
Hallgrímsson, who writes from the viewpoint of a hermit who
ultimately finds "home" in solitude after traveling the country
and attempting to live among other people. For "The River," I
used an English translation of a poem by 7th century Chinese
poet and artist Wang Wei, who writes of the beauty of his
surroundings as he travels home following a long journey, and
the inner peace he achives upon finally reaching his
destination. "The Night" concludes the cycle with a text by
renowned German novelist, Hermann Hesse. In this poem,
Hesse addresses a loved one and reflects upon their mortality,
reassuring them that they will rest together in their final
dwelling place. 
Kaddish
Kaddish was written for the Ithaca Children's Choir under the
direction of IC's Katie Ballantyne and performed at a Holocaust
memorial service last year at Temple Beth-El. The text is
derived from the Mourner's Kaddish, a Jewish prayer recited at
services and in memory of family members who have recently
passed away. In Reform synagogues it is often said by the
entire congregation and offered to the victims of the Holocaust
who have no one left to recite it on their behalf. 
Time & Barter
Time was written in memory of Jane Babin, a very well-loved
community member from my hometown who passed away
after a long fight with ALS (Lou Gehrig's disease). Her poem
"Time" encourages the reader not to focus on the negative, but
instead to move on and see the value and importance of each
moment. Barter is a setting of a Sara Teasdale poem very
much concerned with a similar theme- the loveliness of life.
Both pieces were commissioned by the Pemi Choral Society
under the direction of Will Gunn. 
Personnel
Choirs and Orchestra
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